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Richard Shindell’s \l[: is in a
pemmul sulr o The
riter/guitarist _had
Sai¥ & loys followimg  the con-
temporary folk music workd in the
United States during the

Fnuhng for a change. So
he and his Argentine wife
their family from New York to
Bucnos Aircs. In the four years
since, Shindell has been criss-
crossing the Americas, maintain-
ing a vigorous schedule in
the US, while raising two children
in his adopted hometown of
Buenos Aires. His desire (o satisfy
his. familial obligations and his
musscal instincts has clearly influ-
enced his songwriting. and the
resulis can be heard on his latest
release, Viseta
“Fiaelta has  bunch of different
connatations. It means 'to retu,
back," and being an expatri-
ate, the process of retuming and
being back is something that |
have a lot of experience with,”
‘Shindell said during a recent inter-
iew at his home in Belgrano.

the fist album
Shindell has released since mov-
o B v e oot
was  recs il
Argentine band, Poente Celeste, a
Estudios lon and later mixed at
ko Picz’s Cirvsbeat Suio, To
he record’s release,
I perform his first live

concert ever in Argentinathis
Monday, December 13 ai the Club
del

you
going o do a concer?”™ ‘B | did
n'tknow the ropes here and wasn't
sure how 10 do it. | wanied 10 pre-
sent the record and do it in a nice
place. Sa 1 finally decided 10 et
over the hump, and do a gig here
and we'll see if people like it,”

says.
In addition to presenting his
new songs at Monday's show,

Shindell will also seck donations
for a children's centre in Lomas de
Zamora that helps foed some 100
children a day. Shindell first
leamed about the *Crecer con
Amor® centre through a teacher al
is children’s school, and after vis-
iting the site carlier this year he
says he felt an is cdiate desire to

help in the effort 1o renovate and
expand the cenire. On his recent
cross-country US. tour, Shindell
told US audiences about the dire
sociccconomic  situation in
Argenting and asked for thei help.
The onse was overwhelmin,
Shindell collected more than
thousand dollars, money that is
being used to help build a new
kitchen and provide needed sup-
plics for the centre.

"1 decided that | would take the
idea ko my fans in the US, and tell
them about the place in Lomas de

US 1olk musician Richard Shindell- » perennia state of motion

Zamora. The support was extraor
dinary. And it wasn't a great sacri-
fice for me, it was casy 1o do,” he
says

Afler more than four years in
Buenos Aires, Shindell has settled
comfortably into his new role as
ather, husband and

musician. But the transition wasn 't
always easy, especially with

ds 1o his professional life

Shindell admits that onc of the rea-

sons he waited soveral years o

record an album here was the dif-

ficulty he had in communicaing

with other musicians and na .
¢

wha
didn't understand what I'm talking
about. | found out that is not true.

the things that | take for granied
musically sre things that the

ve also found out that some of

Argentines find utterly fascinating.
and vice versa. Some of the coun-
try stuff, some of the finger pick-
ing stuil | play, they arc fascinated
by. My certain style of finger pick-
ol Bk

|ha| they just don't do hers, o

* When Shindell finally mustered
the courage to approach the Tocals,
be aimed contacting the
killed musicians  of Puente
Celeste and asking them 1o join
i in the studio for the primanly
scoustic-recording of Fielta.
hought | was kind of

wants 1o make a record with you,"
Shindell says with a laugh. "To
their crodit, the first thing they
wanted 10 know was what the
Iyrics are about... they immediate-
e the vibe of what | wanted 1o

Santiago Vizquez, the percus-
sioait for Pucake Celem, says
learning Shindell's US style folk
music_was 8 challenge To the
he process was aided by
Shindels iuldm! hand and, most
importantly, the limelessncss of
his o

he was very solid, e
Iy classic_ s songs were alrcady
classics. So that was a fantastic
beginning point for working.”
Viquez says. "The album came
out very freshly, very nice. It does-
'l seem like something with a lot
of effort, it scems like somcthing

very natural
Viaquez” words mirror those of
music fans and critics alike.

Shindell's previous albums have
almost universal critical
acclaim in the US. Shindell has

WHERE & WHEN
Richard Shindell with Pucotc
Celese. Moaday 13
at 9.3 Club del Vlml.
Cabrera U!'l Tickets: $10, 20,
30. Reservations: 3-1
On the web:
www.richardshindell.com
www pucleeeleste.com

becn called a “master of subllc
namative.” He's loured with Joan
Bacz. The New York Times com-
pared him 10 Springsteen. His
1998  collaboration with
Williams and Lucy Kaplansky in
the folk super group, Cry Cry Cry,
played 1o sold-out crowds and cat-
apulted the trio into the pantheon
of modem folk rﬂun(
On r\-k\ll“‘ﬂuu\l his.
te Kaplansky to
most

former band o

I 5
Ay by
take on the classic
English anti-war folk wne. And
while be did rely on an old friend
for help on the new album, be also
atempled something he'd never
done before: a song in Castellano
The result, Cancidn sencilla, is.
simply, a love song to his wife.
That's my first attempt 1o write
a song in Spanish and I'm very
proud of it bocause I actually man-
aged 10 do it. Butit's a very simple
song. which of course is what
Cancidn sencilla means — it
means "Simple Song * Ii's a song
about not being able 1 write in
Spanish. I's a song about not
knowing your sweethcart’s lan-

o
don't know sboat them,”
Love, ot the it
son most songs are w
Shindell covers the topic well in
his works. He also writes about
despair and hope, themes that can
be found throughout Fireita, espe-
cially on the song Che Guevara T-
Shirt, & tabe about an Argentine
Stowaway trying 1o cxape cco
nomic hardship &t home and the
lems. he encouniers in a posi-
9/11 United States.

The characters i Shindell’s
songs are often outsiders looking
in. Afler living as something of an
outsider himself for several years
here in Buenos Aires, Shindell
says that he can now sympathize
‘more with his own characters. He
calls Fielfa a more autobiographi-
cal album than his previous oncs,
and thinks that i holds a universal
appeal for anyone who has ever
eft their home country and set out
for a distant, foreign land.

*The process of being expairiat-
92 /8wy ocs, 0 KIS of

on you. You think it's
2ot Sifocing Yoo, you think that

and you don't feel entirely com-
fortable in the place you lef. and
that's happencd 1o me 4 coule of
times.”



